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Our Guide to the Exuberant
Nonsense of College Fight Songs

FiveThirtyEight examined the lyrics of 65 college “fight songs,” all of which
are seen here. They pulled out 9 clichés found in all but three of the songs
(as labeled by the diagram to the right). The most common instance was
“fight” with 44 out of the 65 songs using it at least once.
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Our Guide To The
Exuberant Nonsense Of
College Fight Songs

FiveThirtyEight examined the lyrics of 65 college
“fight songs,” all of which are seen here. They
pulled out 9 clichés found in all but three of the
songs (as labeled by the diagram to the right). The
most common instance was “fight” with 44 out of
the 65 songs using it at least once.
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The color corresponds to the school's primary
color. The length of the line corresponds to the
number of clichés found in each song (there were
9 possible, but the most instances was from
Rutgers with 8 clichés in their song).
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FiveThirtyEight examined the lyrics of 65 college “fight
songs,” all of which are seen here. They pulled out g clichés
found in all but three of the songs (clichés represented by the
shapes to the right). The most common instance was “fight”
with 44 out of the 65 songs using it at least once.

The shapes themselves are arbitrary but their order is

consistent. This arrangement allows the viewe visually compare
the number of clichés used as compared to the other songs, as
well as look further and determine the actual categories.
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