Beautiful
Evidence

by Edward Tufte

“How observation turns into explanations and
evidence.”

“The metaphor for evidence presentations is
analytical thinking.”
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Explanatory, Journalistic, and
Sceintific images should be nearly
always mapped, contexturalized, and
placed on the universal grid

To contexturalize, provide the image
scale, diagram, overlay, numbers, and

words to image.
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triangles accommoqaarting tne rdit 1Cdus. LUISS DCLWCECIL LIC 1IMages ana
dots here are as fanciful as the links between star-myth images and actual

stars on antique constellation maps.

B T

afel 190. Von links nach rechts: Maria mit Kind. Arbeit des 15. Jahrhunderts. Im Deutschen Museum zu Berlin. — Mutter Anna selb;ilritt(i Auf
em Marienaltar im Seitenschiff des Domes zu Bamberg. Vom Anfang des 16.Jahrhunderts. — Muttergottes. Vom Anfang des 16.Jahrhunderts.
Im Museum der Stadt Ulm
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POSITION ON MEDIUM SLOPE.
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The weight of the body rests on the
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Some type of influence or control

Some type of mutual relationship
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At every stage of

this cycle you see

Disaster at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, www.fema.gov.
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S Assistant Dean of Bureaucracy
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Deputy Asst Dean
for Language Policing
(2.8 faculty equivalents)

Deputy Asst Dean for
Bureaucracy Development
(3.5 faculty equivalents)
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instructional computing Facllity

Guidelines for Preparing Slides

Instructional Computing
Facility

Harvard School of Public Health

tylesheet-makers often seek to leave their name on your show;
‘branding,” as they say in the Marketing Department. In case
rou didn’t notice, this presentation is from the “Instructional
omputing Facility.” But where are the names of the people
esponsible for this? No names appear on any of the 21 slides.

Instructional Computing Facility

No More than One Topic per

Shde

What about them Sox hey?

Harvard School of Public Health

But this breaks up the evidence into arbitrary fragments. Why

Instructional Computing Facility

Use the 6 X 6 rule:

6 lines of text
6 words per line

Harvard School of Public Health

This must be the Haiku Rule for formatting scientific lectures
At least we’re not limited to 17 syllables per slide. Above this
slide, the rule can be seen in action—in 2 first-grade reading
primer. The stylesheet typography, distinctly unscientific, uses
a capital X instead of a multiplication sign.

Instructional Computing Facility

Outhne Formats are Easier to

e 1 P
3 olow

Harvard School of Public Health

Why is this relevant to scientific presentations? Are there el ...

Sage Park &
Branden Choi

The Dreaded Build Sequence

The Dreaded Build Sequence
THE FIRST LINE IS REVEALED

The Dreaded Build Sequence

THE FIRST LINE IS REVEALED

THE SECOND LINE IS
REVEALED!

The Dreaded Build Sequence

THE FIRST LINE IS REVEALED

THE SECOND LINE IS
REVEALED!

THE THIRD LINE IS REVEALED

> [THE AUDIENCE FLEES)
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Instructional Computing Facility

Use Simple Tables to Present

Numbers
Use For Your ButNot
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Iry not to make footnotes too small

Harvard School of Public Health



